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a volume by itself. It contains about five hundred
lines, divided into verses of three lines, and with
the introduction and notes will make nearly fifty
pages, or about the size of ' Snow-Bound.' I have
added a good deal to it and, I think, made it a
better poem. I think honestly it is as good as
(if not better than) any long poem I have written.
But if thee prefer to print a larger volume, in-
cluding my shorter poems, I will not insist. I
shall call it * The Germantown Pilgrim.' It is
now ready for the press save the addition of a
few notes." The principal poem1 in this collec-
tion tells the pleasant, quiet story of the learned
and pious German, Pastorius, who in 1663, at the
invitation of William Penn, brought a colony of
his countrymen to Pennsylvania, and planted it
near Philadelphia, Ms township including what is
now the beautiful suburb of Germantown. He
joined the Society of Friends soon after his arri-
val, and was the author of the first protest made
by any religious body against slavery.

Among the dozen poems bound up with " The
Pennsylvania Pilgrim," were " The Pageant,"
" Marguerite," " My Birthday," and " King Vol-
mer and Elsie." W. S. Kennedy, in his " Life of
Whittier," says the last-named poem is a para-
phrase of the Hewitts' translation of " Henrik and

1 Sixteen stanzas of this poem, descriptive of the "Quaker
Meeting," were published in the Independent, in June, 1872,
In a note to Osgood, written in May, Whittier says: " Fields
thinks it would be better to entitle it * Pastorius of Pennsylvania.'
I am not sure about it. He objects to the word ' Germantown.'
We might call it' The Pennsylvania Pilgrim,' a rather pleasant
sounding alliteration."